Recurrent meningitis and labyrinthine gusher, related to congenital defects of the labyrinthine capsule and stapes footplate.
A congenital defect in the bony footplate of the stapes is now known to be a point of lowered resistance to extension of bacterial middle ear suppuration to the vestibule and thence to the meninges. Tomographic demonstration of the congenital pathologic condition of the ear permits the surgeon preoperatively to chart his surgical course. Despite antibiotic and chemotherapy, recurrent meningitis remains a serious disease as manifested by the death of two of the patients reported. The capacity for surgical correction of the congenital defect is manifested by one of our patients who has been free of meningitis for more than two years after surgery. If a congenital defect is considered in each case of recurrent meningitis, it is believed the mortality of this serious disease can be reversed.